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The ODE’s high school proficiency exit requirement needs to be eliminated.  This Rube Goldberg 
labyrinth of standardized measures is a deeply harmful burden placed on high school counselors, 
students, families and teachers. 

High school counseling is desperately understaffed under the best of conditions in dealing with 
the myriad of serious issues that are impacting the lives of high school students -- especially as 
they approach their final years in high school and are in great need of assistance from caring 
adults in deciding the next steps in their lives. 

Instead, this Board saddles those counselors -- and many teachers -- with endless bureaucratic 
red-tape as they desperately try to help students pass this completely unnecessary and wasteful 
standardized hurdle. 

I believe you are fully aware that numerous studies have shown that GPA and social-emotional 
skills are the most solid predictors of future academic success.  Not test scores or other state-
imposed measures. 

Your high-school exit requirement does nothing but push students out of high school, add to the 
financial burden of local districts and keep counselors from doing meaningful work with their 
students. 

You do great harm in a number ways and yet you remain determined to continue on this obdurate 
course of action. 

There is simply no reasonable excuse.  Most of the rest of the country has turned its back on these 
disastrous high school exit exams.  At most, 15 states still have such requirements.   

Alaska, Arizona, California, Georgia, South Carolina, and Texas have been brave and ethical 
enough to admit the error of their ways and the harm they have done to students.  They have 
eliminated the tests and have issued retroactive diplomas. 

But you continue to double down and waste your time, as you will later today, in dealing with 
esoteric minutia in correlating the latest “New and Improved” iteration by a testing corporation, 
in this case the ACT’s new version of WorkKeys.  Is this really the best use of your time? 

The wasteful and harmful burden you place on local high schools and students is tragically 
compounded by your imposition of the Kindergarten Readiness Test.  Kindergarten teachers find 
it appalling, discriminatory and detrimental.   What will you do next?  The betting in the public is 
that you will next find a way to test public pre-school kids.   

“No Child Left Untested” seems to be your guiding principle. 

Instead, under new leadership at the ODE, you should turn away from the past data and metrics 
obsession.  Obey another guiding principle, one taught to medical students throughout the world:  
Primum non nocere.  First, do no harm. 


